PREFACE  TO   THE   EIGHTH
EDITION

SINCE the appearance of the last edition in 1953, much work has
been carried out on many fundamental and practical problems,
particularly in the fields of bacterial metabolism, chemotherapy
and virology, and much progress has been made.

In this edition, while the general character of the book is un-
changed, an attempt has been made to incorporate the develop-
ments of interest and importance to the medical student and also
to remove material which is now obsolete. Extensive revision
has been necessary especially in the chapters on chemotherapy
and the viruses.

It is a great pleasure to thank Dr. S. T. Cowan for assistance in
the terminology of the difficult coliform group and also the pub-
lishers for their close cooperation throughout the publication of
this book.

B. W. F.

January, 1959.

PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION
THIS book is an outline of the medical aspects of bacteriology.
The field of bacteriology has been so greatly extended during the
past 10 or 15 years that no account of the whole of it, even in
outline, is possible in the short time available in the medical
curriculum. The medical student must therefore restrict his
attention to those branches of the subject that are of medical
importance, viz., bacteria as agents of disease in man, and the
application of bacteriological methods in the prevention, diagnosis
and treatment of disease. Few of the available text-books stress
these points adequately, and the presentation of principles is
often interrupted by masses of technical detail needed only in the
laboratory.
In the present book an attempt is made to meet these criticisms.
In the absence of a universally accepted bacterial nomenclature,
that recommended by the Society of American Bacteriologists is
followed, and the biological relationship of allied organisms is
emphasized.